


MILBANK CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

July 8, 2019

PURSUANT TO DUE CALL AND NOTICE THEREOF, a regular meeting of the City Council was duly held at City Hall at 7:00 PM.  Following members were present: Mayor Pat Raffety.  Councilmen Steve Wiener, Evan Grong, James Johnson, Joel Foster, Scott Hoeke, and Mike Hanson.   Absent: none.  Present from the staff: Attorney Mark Reedstrom, John Forman, Cynthia Schumacher, Boyd VanVooren, Kevin Schuelke, Don Settje, Dick Poppen, and Bryan Lambrechts.  Present from the public: Mark Leddy, Jeanett Stensland, Ralph Stensland, Hollie Seehafer, Joyce Kasuske, Greg Thomas, Pat Brotzel, Jerry Jungers, Bobbie Bohlen, Brooke Edgar, Bob Babcock, and Laurie Folk.

Mayor Raffety called the meeting to order, and the roll call was taken. 

Attorney Mark Reedstrom administered the Oath of Office to Scott Hoeke.  


A nomination was made and seconded for Scott Hoeke as Council President.  Nominations ceased, and a unanimous ballot was cast for Scott Hoeke as Council President.


A nomination was made and seconded for Mike Hanson as Vice-President.  Nominations ceased, and a unanimous ballot was cast for Mike Hanson as Vice-President.  


A motion was made and seconded to approve the Mayor’s employee appointments. Motion carried 6-0.



City Administrator – John Forman



Finance Officer – Cynthia Schumacher



Police Chief – Boyd VanVooren



Fire Chief – Kevin Schuelke



Asst Fire Chief – David Giesen, Justin Mathiason



City Attorney – Mark Reedstrom


A motion was made and seconded to approve the Mayor’s Committee Appointments.  Motion carried 6-0.



Joel Foster – Airport, Wastewater



Mike Hanson – Parks/Cemetery, Police, Property Standards



James Johnson – Parks/Cemetery



Scott Hoeke – Streets, Rubble Site, Farley Baseball Complex


Evan Grong – Finance, Fire



Steve Wiener – Water, GCDC and Chamber Liaison



Pat Raffety – Personnel, Housing


Motion Carried 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the Fire Department and Reserve Officer Rosters as placed on file in the office.  Motion Carried 6-0.


Mark Leddy, President of the Milbank Community Foundation, spoke on the needed repairs and maintenance of Unity Square and requested the Council consider an annual commitment of $150,000.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2019 meetings.  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as follows.  Motion carried 6-0.

1.  Approve application for Recyclable Materials Licenses: Valley Rental & Recycling, 
LLC, Robert Sackreiter Pallet Recycling, Waste Management.

2.  Approve application for Garbage Hauler’s Licenses: Wittrock & Sons Inc., Waste 

     Management. 

3.  Approve the lease agreement for the hay ground at the Milbank Springs for an a      additional year (2020).  Jeremy Tostenson, $40.25 per acre.

4.  Approve handicap parking: Second Avenue between Fourth Street and Fifth Street.

5.  Declare JD mower surplus, advertise for sealed bids. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Water – Councilman Wiener gave the monthly report.  A new water service was installed.  The city is utilizing 80% spring water.  

Street – Councilman Hoeke read the monthly report.  Dust control chemical has been applied on River Street, Eastman Street and the rubble site roads.

Administrator Forman explained that the DOT project to resurface Highway 12 to Big Stone City has been delayed until 2021.  A motion was made and seconded to pursue the installation of street lights in conjunction with that project, extending to 480th Avenue.  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made and seconded to approve Change Order #1 on the Main Street South Project. The increase is for additional items for street lights, $40,688.75. Motion carried 6-0.

Forman stated the street light poles have arrived for Main Street; installation should begin shortly.  The north project has been delayed approximately a week to July 22nd.  

Rubble Site – No report.
Finance – A motion was made and seconded to approve the June Treasure’s Report.  Motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made and seconded to approve bills list as amended, $321,745.60. Motion carried 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to deem the following invoices uncollectable and write off; #9480 Josh Casey $704.54.  #9609 Federal Home Mortgage $300. #9614 Castlerock $300. #9684 Robert Wendlar $150. #9449 M. Pies $250.  #9518 Ronald Sorenson $250.  #9826 L. R. Santana $250. Motion carried 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to direct the attorney to take action to collect the following: #9681 Cory Veen $52.25. #9767 Cory Veen $150.  #9793 Matt Tschakert $31.35. Motion carried 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to proceed with the assessments for the following: #9533 Craig Ash $25. #9611 Craig Ash $600.  #9534 Gerold Koepke $650. #9683 Jeremy Rufer $300. Motion carried 6-0.


The purchasing policy was discussed. All departments will begin working on their 2020 budgets.

 
Salaries: Mayor/Council $1,600; Finance $14,594 Police $27,076; Fire $1,559; Street $14,253; Rubble Site $950; Park $10,423 Water $5,738 Wastewater $10,829.

Fire – National Night Out is August 6th at the 4-H Grounds in conjunction with Achievement Days.
Personnel – All job descriptions are being reviewed and updated.
 Housing – No report.
Attorney – No report.
Airport – Brook Edgar and Bob Babcock, Helms Associates, were present to update the council on the land acquisition process.  One purchase agreement ready for signing.  Due to a short turnaround time, a motion was made and seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the AIP grant agreement when it is received to avoid a special council meeting. The AIP grant for the land acquisition will be funded by 95% federal funds, 5% state funds and 5% local funds, which will be approximately $18,500 locally.  Motion carried 6-0.
Wastewater – The monthly report was read.  The control building was reroofed.  
Police – The monthly report was read.  Residents are reminded that parking campers, trailers, boats, on city streets is only allowed for 24-hours. The department has dealt with several, dog at large, complaints.  Pets must be licensed and leashed or kenneled.  

Property Standards – 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the second reading of Ordinance 823 Nuisances-Snow on Sidewalks.  Motion carried by roll call vote, 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the second reading of Ordinance 824 Removal of Ice and Snow from Sidewalks. Motion carried by roll call vote, 6-0.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the second reading of Ordinance 825 Overgrown Vegetation-Notice.  Motion carried by roll call vote, 6-0.

Planning & Zoning – A motion was made and seconded to approve the second reading of Ordinance 822 Board of Adjustment Voting Requirements.  Motion carried by roll call vote, 6-0.


A public hearing was held, and upon the recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission, a motion was made and seconded to approve the first reading of Ordinance 826 Rezoning of Leo P. Flynn’s Third Addition Lot 2, Block 1 and Leo P. Flynn’s Addition Lot 3, Block 1 to a R-3 (Multi-Family Residential) District from a R-2 (General Residential) District.  Bobbie Bohlen, representing GCDC, spoke in favor of the rezoning.  Bohlen stated the land adjacent to the north and east is currently zoned R-3.  The proposal is to construct a market rate, 24-unit apartment building.  Following discussion, motion carried by roll call vote 6-0.


Upon the recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission, a motion was made and seconded to approve Resolution 7-8-19, Resolution to approve a plat of Lot 3A of the Whetstone Subdivision.  Motion carried 6-0.

June 2019 Permits
Building: Wayne Quade-707 E Milbank Ave-residential addn. Valley Queen Cheese Factory Inc.-200 E Railway Ave-sign. Scott Jackson-707 S Viola St-garage. Kirk Baldwin-903 S 2nd St-garage.  Wayne Grabow-304 E 8th Ave-garage. Jason Street-306 Highland Dr-residential addn. Jan Scriver-commercial storage units. 
Roofing: Chad Nolz-1202 Park Dr-asphalt. Blain Gatz-606 E 3rd Ave-asphalt. Mark Frickson-211 N Eastman-asphalt. Schmidt Enterprises-312 N 1st St-asphalt. 
Fence: Blaine Snyder-307 Gause Ave-chain link. 

Demo: Scott Jackson-707 S Viola St-garage.

Special Event Permit: Central United Methodist Church-outdoor worship service-Lake Farley Park-7/14/19.
Park – The monthly report was read.  Twenty trees were donated and planted along the cemetery, replacing the ones removed last year.  Mosquito spraying continues Wednesday evenings as weather permits.  ISG is working on the park survey and soil boring are being done.
Farley Baseball Field – A motion was made and seconded to donate $15,000 to the Milbank Baseball Diamond Association (MBDA) for the start of the fundraising of the new Legion baseball field at Lake Farley.  Motion carried 6-0.  Attorney Reedstrom is drafting a Memorandum of Understanding, outlining the responsibilities of the City and MBDA. 


Councilman Hoeke reported the MBDA has selected ICON Architectural Group to assist with the fundraising and design of the field.  The MBDA has secured a $21,000 loan thru GCDC.
Adjourn – The next regular meeting will be August 12, 2019, at 7:00 PM. A motion was made and seconded to adjourn.  Motion carried 6-0.







_________________________________ 








Pat Raffety, Mayor

ATTEST

________________________________ 

Cynthia Schumacher, Finance Officer

Publish:  June 26, 2019
Publish once at the approximate cost of $_________
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